
How to access and use the ERIC 
database

The following screen shots will lead you 
through the process of logging into the 
resource centre and searching ERIC for 

educational journals



Click on “Tools” in the task bar



Click on the Library 
Resources link 
(Note: there are 
plans to have this 
button available 
directly on the task 
bar on the side in 
the near future)



Click the “see the rest” 
menu



Click on ERIC to go to the 
Education journal 
database



This is the screen you may 
see (or the system may move 
you directly to the next 
screen in the powerpoint). If 
you see this slide, click on 
“Log in with your UTORid via 
University of Toronto Web 
Login”



Complete this number with
the rest of your bar code. 
Note: 217610 is just the 
beginning of your bar code 
number. There are at least
8 more digits that you must 
enter.

Enter your PIN 
and click on 
Login. If you 
don’t know your 
PIN go to “Get 
your PIN” and 
your number will 
be emailed to 
you, often within 
the hour.



Once you are 
successfully logged in, 
the Scholar’s Portal page 
will appear. Type the 
topic you want to search 
into these fields and 
click on Search

Here’s how you 
know what 
database you are 
searching



Topics entered, 
now press Search



I like this article so I click on 
“get it”



The list of options under 
“Get your article online” 
will differ. If available, 
choose Proquest. In this 
case, Proquest is not one 
of the options, so I will 
choose “Scholars Portal”.



Click on PDF if you want to read 
the article.



You have successfully retrieved an article. 
There is still a lot more to learn but now 
you know the basics and can start your own 
search. Experiment with the system to 
discover how to get a ready made citation 
(see slide 11 – download citation 
information) and other capabilities.



If you see this message when searching, 
OISE/UT does not have the rights to this 
article and you will either have to find 
another article from your ERIC search 
list, search Google Scholar for the article 
(see how in the rest of this presentation) 
or contact a librarian to find out if there 
is another way of getting the article.



Either type Google Scholar 
into the search engine or 
click on the more button 
and then on Scholar in the 
drop down menu



Type in the article you 
want to search for



You now have another list of 
articles and potentially have 
access to the article you could 
not access through OISE/UT. 
Many of these articles will only 
be available to specific journal 
subscribers, so if you really want 
the article, you may have to 
subscribe to the journal in 
which it is found. Remember 
that if you find another 
interesting article here, it may 
also be available on ERIC.


